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Designated a TOP 100 EVENT by American Bus 
Association for a seventh year in a row, this one-of-its 
kind experience starts annually May 30 and continues 
to October 1. 

With the added bonus of exciting new options, events,exceptional 
hands-on activities, dining and shopping, the Quilt Gardens along 
the Heritage Trail sets the stage for an exceptional group tour 
wrapped in quilt and gardening themes, packed with fun and sure 
to entice new clients.

We’ve packed 150,000 plants with over 1 million blooms into 19 gigantic quilt patterned 
gardens, created 21 super-sized hand-painted quilt art murals and fashioned a glorious 

tapestry of color in seven welcoming communities in the heart of Amish Country. 

Exciting Add-on Option: Plan your visit during the Shipshewana Quilt Festival, June 22-25, 2016

This event is a quilter’s dream packed with 4 days of Shop Hops, Quilt Shows, vendor displays and much more! 
Featured speakers begin on Wednesday with the Quilt & Vendor Show open Wednesday through Saturday.  
A Quilters’ Schoolhouse takes place all day Thursday with workshops and lunch. Enjoy the Pieces, Pies & Posies 
Shop Hop during this wonderful event! Pricing and length of visit vary by option selected.

4 DAY / 3 NIGHT ITINERARY OPTIONS ON NEXT PAGE



QUILT GARDENS ALONG THE HERITAGE TRAIL 4 DAY / 3 NIGHT SAMPLE ITINERARY

DAY ONE  (Mid-afternoon arrival in Northern Indiana – Bristol)

2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Elkhart County Historical Museum “Stitches of Devotion”   
   a Behind the Scenes Historical hands-on quilt program
   [$3 pp incl] 
Put on cotton gloves and get ready to see and touch rare quilts from the museum 
archives. Hear the remarkable history behind each quilt and learn about the people who 
lovingly crafted them. Take time to explore the museum considered to be one of the top 
ten history museums in the state. It’s housed in the building that originally served as the 
county’s first consolidated school. See the Quilt Garden during your visit.

3:15 - 4:15 p.m. Fruit Hills Winery Wine Tasting [no admission fee]
David & Michelle Muir invite you to join their family inside their brand new wine tasting room in the scenic fruit hills of Bristol. 
Featuring several varieties such as Riesling, Cabernet and Traminette (Indiana’s signature wine). Sample different wines,  
see the process of pressing and preparation, shop for a bottle to take home or step outside and enjoy the view.  

Depart Bristol for Middlebury

4:45 - 7:00 p.m. Shopping and Dinner at Das Dutchman Essenhaus 
   featuring the famous two meat family-style dinner  
   [$22.57 pp incl] 
Das Dutchman Essenhaus offers a unique combination of dining, lodging and  
shopping opportunities. The attractive Amish style restaurant seats 1,100 and is the 
largest restaurant in the state of Indiana. Manicured grounds invite a leisurely stroll or 
perhaps a carriage ride through a quaint covered bridge.  Today dine on the famous 
family-style dinner complete with homemade pies fresh from their bakery.  You’ll want 
to take one or two home afterwards too from their selection of 31 flavors of pie!  Enjoy 
the Quilt Garden & Mural during your visit.  Enjoy shopping in The Village Shops, coupons 

provided for gift items, ladies apparel, home décor, baked goods, books, cooking supplies, games and much more.  

DAY TWO

6:30 - 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast at your host hotel

8:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Quilt Gardens Tour Step-on Guide for the day 
    [$175 per guide (tip optional)]

Join your local expert gardener and get the inside scoop on a guided tour of the official 
Quilt Gardens and Murals along the Heritage Trail. As many sites as time and distance 
allows will be included and routed by the guide. Meet your guide in your hotel lobby.
           

              (cont) 
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DAY TWO (cont)

Guide to determine the timing and routing of the following stops:   

Visit the Quilt Garden in Wakarusa and shop at the Wakarusa Dime Store for old-fashioned candy treats. Explore 
additional downtown shops as time allows. Be sure to see the giant jumbo jelly bean quilt.

Visit the Quilt Murals & Gardens in Goshen 

The Richness of Chocolate & Fabric at the Lavender Patch Fabric & Quilt Shop, Bristol  [$15 pp incl]
This yummy class is all about brown.  You’ll see and learn about some great applications for this rich color during a trunk show 
featuring fabrics and quilts, wall hangings, table runners & gifts all made with brown fabrics.  To satisfy any cravings, everyone 
gets a cup of coffee and a piece of chocolate to go!  1 hour in length.  Minimum of 10 people.  Maximum of 30 people at a time.  
Class can be rotated for larger groups with other activities in Bristol. 

Garden Party at the Garden Tea Room [$14 pp incl]
Come relax at the Garden Tea Room, a charming tea shop in a country setting. Find time 
to visit as long as you wish in a calm, relaxed atmosphere. On your way from the parking 
lot to the tea room, take time to stroll through the herb garden. The Garden Tea Room 
offers fresh homemade food. A typical Victorian High Tea menu includes a freshly baked 
scone served with lemon curd or strawberry jam, dainty tea sandwiches, salad or soup 
(depending on the season), tea bread, cheese ball and crackers, and fresh fruit served 
with hot tea, lemonade, or raspberry tea. Finish with a variety of petite sweets including 
our signature Turtle Cheesecake. Linger and shop for cards, inspirational photo art, and 
trendy crafts in our gift shop. 

Visit the Quilt Garden and Quilt Murals of downtown Nappanee, enjoy the Nappanee Center Collection and quilt 
exhibit  [no admission fee]
Meet your local ambassador for an insider’s tour of the Garden and Murals of downtown Nappanee. Inside the Nappanee  
Center see the quilts depicting previous Quilt Gardens and enjoy the fascinating display chronicling Nappanee’s storied past. 

Rocket Science Ice Cream and Shopping at Coppes Commons  
[$3.20 for 50 or more single servings, $3.35 for 25-49 people, $3.56 for less than  
25 people PLUS 7% sales tax, no gratuity required]
Enjoy a scoop of  “out of this world”  ice cream from Rocket Science!  Each individual 
serving is crafted from a premium ice cream mix and real fruits, nuts, candies, and sauces, 
using their own special recipes.  It is then quick frozen right before your eyes with liquid 
nitrogen.   It’s the creamiest and the most amazing treat you’ll find anywhere in the US.  
Choose from one of the following 6 flavors (all gluten free) especially offered for your group:   
Sugar Free Strawberry, Turtle, Butter Pecan, Caramel Coffee, Peanut Butter Bash, Pina Colada  

Following your ice cream treat, shop Coppes Commons:  Nappanee’s colorful history comes alive when touring Coppes  
Commons. Originally the factory for Coppes Cabinets that once produced the famous “Hoosier Cabinet,” the 100,000 s.f.  
renovated factory now houses a variety of small businesses perfect for shopping for locally made, hand crafted and fresh 
baked. Groups are given a fascinating historical glimpse into the Coppes Kitchens, once ordered by Frank Sinatra and President 
John F. Kennedy, while touring this rustic and rambling brick structure.  Shop for made-from-scratch baked goods, bulk foods, 
quilt fabric, Christian books and gift items, assorted teas and more in this one-stop-shopping complex.

 (cont)
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DAY TWO (cont)

Amish Acres guided tours, documentary films, and wagon ride [$53.95 pp incl 
tours/dinner/theatre this evening]
The 80-acre restored Amish farmstead, listed on the National Register of Historic Places,  
is the focal point of Amish Acres. This heritage resort echoes the simple life of Amish 
society through historic interpretation, dining, lodging, theatre, countryside tours, baked 
goods and 8 quaint shops. A sixteen foot covered farm wagon with padded seats is 
pulled by an International Harvester H tractor and gives guests an overview of the  
historic farm as it travels down the gravel lanes, around the pond, past the historic  
buildings, and through the woods. For dinner enjoy the famous family-style Threshers 
Dinner served in the hand-hewn Restaurant Barn.  Then top off the evening with live  

professional musical theatre in the majestic 1911 Round Barn Theatre offering a repertorie of Broadway style productions 
through a ten month season.  Enjoy the Quilt Mural at Amish Acres during your visit. 

Return to the hotel following your entertainment 

DAY THREE

6:30 - 8:30 a.m.  Continental Breakfast at your host hotel
 
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Quilt Gardens Step-on Guide, day two [$175 total for 8 hours (tip optional)] 
Meet your local Master Gardener for day two of your exploration of Quilt Gardens and Amish Country.  She’ll bring your  
journey to life while showcasing all of the insider tips, techniques, history, and information of the area while assisting your 
escort and driver for a fun filled experience.

Guide to determine timing and routing of the following stops:

Elkhart County Visitors Center “Quilt Gardens Tour” video and Quilt display by local fiber artists Diana Bennett  
and Lina Zerkle [no admission fee] 
Stop at the Amish Country Visitors Center. You’ll begin with a brief overview and video about the unique, one-of-a-kind Quilt 
Gardens Tour and the people behind it. Then take time to view beautiful, handmade works of art by fiber artists Diana Bennett 
and Lina Zerkle on your own. 

Enjoy the Quilt Garden at Central Park & Premier Arts, downtown Elkhart

Ruthmere, Elkhart [$7 pp incl] 
Tour the elaborate beaux-arts mansion of Albert Beardsley, who helped found the com-
pany that created Alka Seltzer in Elkhart, Indiana. Name after his only daughter, Ruth, the 
home is a time-capsule of a wealthy lifestyle in 1910, filled with a collection of fine art 
including Rodin sculptures, Tiffany leaded glass, velvet window coverings, hand painted 
walls and ceilings, and carved mahogany woodwork.   

Enjoy the Quilt Garden on site prior to your departure.

(cont)
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DAY THREE (cont)

Box Lunch, Train Ride & Shopping at Linton’s Enchanted Gardens [$12.83 pp incl  
for lunch PLUS $4 pp for train] 
Visit the Quilt Garden at Linton’s at your leisure.  Then explore this huge garden center 
with its many themed gardens includ¬ing the Japanese Tea House, Southwestern  
garden with Mine Shaft, Victorian House, Dutch Gardens and Grist Mill. Shop in the 
25,000 square foot gift emporium.  Take a ride on the “Linton’s Express Train” around the 
grounds for a scenic and relaxing trip back in time.  Enjoy a gourmet box lunch including 
your choice of sandwich served with Veggie Chips and Linton’s own Mango Lime Salsa,  
a fresh baked cookie and soft drink.  The Garden Cafe features over one hundred  
handcrafted hot and cold drink choices plus fresh baked cookies all day long.  Menu 

items include healthy breakfast offerings, custom made sandwiches, crisp garden salads and homemade soups featuring 
Linton’s own locally grown seasonal herbs and garden vegetables.

Depart Elkhart for Middlebury

Visit the Quilt Garden & Mural at The Tulip Tree & Dutch Country Market in Middlebury

Enjoy the Quilt Garden at Krider “World’s Fair” Garden [no admission fee]
Enjoy the Quilt Garden displayed at historic Krider Garden. Take time to stroll through the “World’s Fair” garden that blends a 
wide variety of plants, shrubs, trees and waterfalls with area history. The gardens were originally designed by Krider Nurseries 
for display at the 1933/34 Chicago World’s Fair. The community restored those original gardens elements for future generations 
to enjoy.

Enjoy the Quilt Gardens in Shipshewana – 2 stops

5:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Dinner with Cooking Class on an Amish family farm 
   [$30 pp incl PLUS Amish Quilt Trunk Show at $8.50 pp] 
The adventure continues with an Amish Country experience of a lifetime. Meet the Yoder 
family, including grandma, dad, and kids as they show how to make some of the tastiest 
food around. There’ll be no more lumps in your homemade mashed potatoes after this 
demonstration! Following the class, sit down to enjoy a hearty family-style Amish dinner. 

After dinner Rebecca Haarer, a nationally known quilt historian and collector of vintage 
Indiana quilts, tells about the history of Amish quilting. Rebecca shows vintage Amish 
quilts and discusses how they’ve been influenced by the Amish culture in a format she 

describes as her “quilt museum on the road.” She also points out how changes in society have affected the Amish and their 
quilts. (Class at 5:30, Dinner at 6:30, Trunk Show at 7:30) 

-- OR --

Amish Quilting Bee & Haystack meal at an Amish homestead [$27 pp incl tax but not tip on meal portion of $14]
Elaine Jones invites you to join her, her family and friends in an Amish quilting bee. Begin with a delicious home-cooked, 
traditional Amish meal that is unique to Northern Indiana Amish Country. Some say it is similar to an upside down taco salad 
... Amish style ... others say it’s just delicious! Then pull up a chair around 4 original quilt frames filled with hand pieced Amish 
quilts. The ladies demonstrate how to piece, mark and get the quilt ready to sew. Then sit down beside them to participate, 
watch, learn or just chat as these Amish ladies lead the novice and experienced quilter in an old-fashioned quilting bee.

(cont)



DAY FOUR

6:30 - 8:30 a.m.   Continental Breakfast at your host hotel & Check-out of your host hotel

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. RV Manufacturing Plant Tour, Various [no admission fee]
Welcome to the “RV Capital of the World”!  Over 50% of the world’s inventory of Travel 
Trailers, 5th Wheels, Class C & A Motorhomes, Truck Campers and Fold-Downs are all 
manufactured in this area.  Your group will enjoy a plant tour through one of the  
numerous RV manufacturing facilities, including watching Amish creating handcrafted 
furniture and sewing processes. 

10:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Brown Bag Backroads Tour [$175 for the guide (tip 
    optional) PLUS $6 pp for 2-3 goodies included]
Sit back, relax and observe the Amish lifestyle as you travel picturesque back roads of 

Northern Indiana.  With a knowledgeable guide hear about the area and the history, traditions, and customs of the Amish.  
Bag some fun for your group by adding a new twist to your Amish Country Tour.  We’ll give each tour group member a “Brown 
Bag”.  As groups visit select, unique, locally owned shops along the scenic Amish Country backroads, they will get a special 
treat to fill their “Brown Bags”. 

12:45-departure Lunch on your own at a location determined by the guide

 
Depart for home or available options

NOTE:  Prices subject to change without advance notice.



OPTIONS: 

Pieces, Pies & Posies Tour [$25 pp incl Quilt Garden guide service, gift bag, assorted “pie filling” fabrics, and 4 pie recipes 
(tip optional for guide). Finishing kits are extra.] 
A delectable new tour guaranteed to make quilt lovers’ mouths water! Participants “hop” to four fabulous quilt fabric shops 
with a local expert guide to collect and fill their special Lang recipe box with cute fabric “pie filling” (4 different fat quarters of 
quality quilting fabric) wrapped in each local shop owner’s favorite pie recipe. Add a generous dash of fun and this tour is a 
recipe for success.  

Four Fun Authentic Amish Experiences on the Down the Road Backroads Tour [$3 per stop]
Get to know local Amish entrepreneurs and see first-hand how they operate their unique enterprises to create products that 
serve the local community and beyond. Get a behind the scenes look at how Amish buggies are made. Peek inside an Amish 
coffin, empty of course, and learn the differences between caskets and coffins. Pet and feed a camel and tour an Amish school.
They’re all new and all authentic!  Choose one or choose all four.  It’s flexible for your groups interest and time.  

Shipshewana Flea Market & Auction and The Antique Gallery Shopping [no admission fee]
Experience first-hand why thousands flock to “the trading place of America” every Tuesday and Wednesday, May thru October 
at the Midwest’s largest outdoor flea market with over 900 booths covering 60 acres. The weekly Wednesday antique auction 
barn has up to 10 rings going at once selling quality antiques and collectibles.  There’s excitement and special finds at every 
turn. A shopper’s paradise!

Wellfield Botanic Garden [$5 pp incl]
Wellfield Botanic Gardens accepts as truth that mankind is inseparable from nature. Therefore, the Gardens will provide a 
shared natural and man-made environment of unique beauty that attracts, inspires, and educates in a setting dedicated to the 
celebration of nature and art.  The Gardens is situated on 36 acres including 18 acres of water, six blocks north of downtown 
Elkhart on a historical piece of property known as the North Main Street well field.

The Secret Life of Bee [no admission fee]
Junior and Rosetta Bontrager keep groups busy as bees at their “B” Honey store. Junior takes groups out to a hive, tells them 
all about the mysteries and miracles of the bees and shows how he harvests the pure honey they produce.  Groups also get  
a chance to spend time browsing the stores shelves loaded with honey and beeswax based lotions, soaps, candles and balms 
plus Rosetta’s hand sewn billfolds, handbags and purses.   

A Garden that Cycles the Seasons at DeFries Gardens, Elkhart County Park [no admission fee]
The Calendar Garden nestled within the River Preserve County Park in Benton, IN is a not-to-be-missed showpiece filled 
with blooming colors and full moons.  It’s truly enchanting.  Walk under the wisteria filled arbor onto circular paths that lead 
through the garden where bricks mark the days of the month. Plants show the cycle of the seasons and charming gazebos 
symbolize the solstice and equinox. Blooms progress in a clockwise pattern, and tucked in between plants are elements of 
time.   There are even concrete moons cleverly placed where the full moon can be observed each month.  The centerpiece  
of this captivating garden-- a pond filled with lush pink water lilies. And just like the seasons, the views in the garden are 
ever-changing.  Time spent in the Calendar Garden is time well spent, time for all seasons and time long remembered. 

Personalized Birdhouse, Shipshewana [$16 pp]
Visit B&L Woodcraft Amish furniture shop and custom make your own souvenir birdhouse.  Members of the group will get 
boxes to put their names on, and then proceed through lines to select colors, decorations and make customized sayings.   
The Amish family will physically put the birdhouse together; place it back in the box, ready for you to load onto the coach.  
After selecting their birdhouse design, guests can explore the numerous furniture items and gifts found on the farm.  

NOTE:  Prices subject to change without advance notice.


