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Asheville/Biltmore Estate 0 266 122 256 233

Charleston 266 0 208 12 112

Charlotte 122 208 0 199 103

Drayton Hall Plantation 256 12 199 0 114

Florence 233 112 103 114 0

+/- 5 miles

Mileage 

f From the grand Biltmore Estate in the Blue Ridge Mountains
f To the New South of Charlotte with a mix of NASCAR and aviation
f Through living sculptures and heritage sites of Florence 
f To the market for a carriage ride through historic Charleston
f And the National Trust for Historic Preservation site, Drayton Hall

       The Carolinas: From the Mountains to the Sea



Biltmore (Asheville, NC) - Charlotte - Florence - Charleston - Drayton Hall
From the Mountains to the Sea

Day 1:  Travel to Asheville by way of the Blue Ridge Parkway 

10 am   Visit the Blue Ridge Parkway Visitors Center , watch the 20 minute video about   
   this spectacular National Park. 
   Blue Ridge Parkway Visitor Center
   195 Hemphill Knob Rd, milepost 384  

12 pm   Arrive at Biltmore Estate for lunch at Deerpark Restaurant

1:30 pm   Experience the wonder of Biltmore - Guided winery tour and tasting at Antler Hill   
   Village, where you can view the exhibit Vanderbilt: Home & Abroad 
   Biltmore Estate
   1 Lodge St., Asheville, NC 28803
                   
3 pm   Tour  
   Late afternoon guided tour of the Biltmore House

4:30 pm  Free time to shop and wander through the gardens

5:30 pm  Dinner at Tupelo Honey Cafe South - New South cuisine
   Tupelo Honey Cafe South   
   1829 Hendersonville Rd., Asheville, NC 28803
  
7:30 pm  Check into the Inn on Biltmore Estate or the new Village Hotel on     
   Biltmore Estate

Day 2: 
8 am                  Breakfast at hotel (at your leisure 7am-9am)
 
9 am                  Options : 
   1.Guided bus tour of Asheville with step-on guide 
   2.Visit to the NC Arboretum and WNC Farmers Market (with this choice, consider   
   breakfast at Moose Cafe) 
   NC Arboretum
   100 Frederick Law Olmsted Way, Asheville, NC 28806 
   
11 am                Shopping and sightseeing in downtown Asheville

12:30 pm          Lunch at Pack’s Tavern
   Pack’s Tavern   
   20 S. Spruce St., Asheville, NC                          
   
2  pm         “Get Your Hands Dirty” at The Village Potters and tour River Arts District
                             The Village Potters
   191 Lyman Street, #180, Asheville, NC
   
5 pm                 Free time / refresh for dinner show

6 pm               Have dinner and a show at Crest Mountain Dinner Show 
   Crest Mountain Dinner Show                           
   6 Celebration Place, Asheville, NC 28806   
                                
9 pm               Return to Biltmore Hotel 
 
Day 3:
8 am                 Breakfast at hotel (at your leisure 7am-9am)

9 am   Depart for Charlotte 



11:30 am -   Lunch at King’s Kitchen, a non-profit serving southern style cuisine 
12:30 pm  King’s Kitchen 
   129 W. Trade Street,  Charlotte, NC 28202 
   
1 – 3 pm   Get to know the racing legends at NASCAR Hall of Fame
   NASCAR Hall of Fame
   400 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28202
   
3:30 pm – 5 pm Moonshine Tasting at 10 Park Lanes, pick up a bowling ball or relax on the deck
   10 Park Lanes
   1700 Montford Dr., Charlotte, NC 28209
  
5:30 pm  Dinner and a show at NarroWay Productions  - Christian Theater
   NarroWay Productions 
   3327 SC-51, Fort Mill, SC 29715
  
8:30 pm  Arrive at hotel

Day 4:
8 – 9 am  Breakfast at hotel, City Tour with Charlotte Crown Guides
   

9:15 – 10:15 am Tour Levine Museum of the New South - New South University
   Levine Museum of the New South 
   200 E. 7th St.,  Charlotte, NC 28202
   
10:30 – 11 am Wander through 7th Street Public Market 
   7th Street Public Market
   224 E. 7th St.,  Charlotte, NC 28202
   
11:30am-1:30 pm Tour Billy Graham Library & lunch at the Dairy Bar
   Billy Graham Library
   4330 Westmont Dr., Charlotte, NC 28217    
  
1:45 - 2:45 pm Carolinas Aviation Attraction 
   4672 1st Flight Dr., Charlotte, NC 28208    
   
5:30 pm  Dinner & adventure at US National Whitewater Center 
   US National Whitewater Center
   5000 Whitewater Center Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28214
  
Day 5: 
 
8 am   Breakfast at hotel and depart

9 am   Options:
   1. See the birds of prey at Carolina Raptor Center
   Carolina Raptor Center
   6000 Sample Rd., Huntersville, NC 28078   
    
   2. See the phenomenal orchids at the Botanical Garden 
   Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden 
   6500 S. New Hope Rd., Belmont, NC 28012
   
10 am   Depart for Florence, SC 

12 pm   Lunch at McLeod Farms (Big’s Meats and More) in McBee, SC 
   McLeod Farms
   29241 Hwy 151, McBee, SC 29101
    
1:30 pm  Make a stop at The Pearl Fryar Topiary Garden, just 30 minutes west of Florence   
   along  I-20, in Bishopville.  
   The Pearl Fryar Topiary Garden
   145 Broad Acres Road, Bishopville, SC

   



2:45 pm  Visit with Dalton Stevens, the Button King
   SC Button Museum
   55 Joe Dority Road, Bishopville, SC 
   
4:30 pm  Visit Young Plantations for flavored pecans and SC made items 
   Young Plantations Pecan Outlet 
   2005 Babar Lane, Florence, SC 29501 
 
5:30 pm  Check in at hotel. 
 
6:30 pm  Dinner at RedBone Alley 
   RedBone Alley Restaurant 
   1903 W Palmetto St, Florence SC 29501 
   
Day 6:
8 am   Breakfast at hotel and depart
 
9 am   Meet the Marsh Tackies, heritage horses that helped win the Revolutionary War
   Heritage Stables
   3603 W. John Paul Jones Rd., Timmonsville, SC
    
10 am   Depart for Charleston 

12 pm   Enjoy a Lowcountry-style boxed lunch from Dixie Supply Bakery under the    
   elegant oak trees at Drayton Hall 
   Dixie Supply Bakery

1 pm   Step back in time at Drayton Hall, where the group will enjoy a connoisseur tour   
   of the property and hear about the wining and dining traditions of the Draytons   
   during the 18th and 19th centuries.  Optional Madeira tasting available. 
   Drayton Hall
   3380 Ashley River Road, Charleston, SC 29414
   
2:30 pm  Depart Drayton Hall for Charleston’s Historic District 
 
3:30 pm  Hop on a carriage tour through the Historic District and browse the City Market. 
   Palmetto Carriage Works
   8 Guinard Street, Charleston, SC 29401
   
5:00 pm  Check-in at hotel.  

6:00 pm  Depart hotel for the Spiritline Dinner Cruise
    Spiritline Dinner Cruise
   
6:30 pm  Set sail 
 
7:00 pm  Enjoy a lovely four-course meal while viewing Charleston’s skyline sprinkled with   
   antebellum homes and glowing church steeples as well as a peek at Fort Sumter.

9:30pm  Depart the ship for hotel 
  

Day 7: Departure Day
 
8 am   Breakfast at hotel 

9 am   Depart hotel for Warren Lasch Conservation Center to visit the Hunley Submarine. 
   Warren Lasch Conservation Center
   1250 Supply Street (on the old Charleston Navy Base),  North Charleston, SC 29405
   
10:30 am   Depart Charleston



Tupelo Honey Cafe - South Asheville 
What constitutes “New South Flavors?” For us, it begins with reverence for those time-
honored Southern dishes, served up by wonderful home cooks for years. We respect the 
freshness, the flavors, and the food itself. But we like to jazz it up a little, add something 
deliciously unexpected to delight your palate. Our interpretation of traditional Southern 
fare is creative, inventive, and satisfyingly scrumptious. Cheers to New South Flavor!

Biltmore Estate 
The luxurious family home of George and Edith 
Vanderbilt is a marvel of elegance and charm, as 
magnificent today as it was more than a century ago. 
Your self-guided house visit spans three floors and 
the basement. You’ll see displays of vintage clothing, 
accessories, art, furniture, and more that tell stories and 
illustrate the lives of the Vanderbilt family, their guests, 
and employees.

Get a close look at original art by Pierre-Auguste Renoir 
and John Singer Sargent. Marvel at magnificent 16th 
century tapestries, a Library with 10,000 volumes, a 
Banquet Hall with a 70-foot ceiling, 65 fireplaces, an 
indoor pool, and a bowling alley. Almost all of the 
priceless objects that you see throughout the house 
are from George and Edith Vanderbilt’s original 
collection.
Your self-guided visit is included in estate admission. An in-depth audio guide and guided specialty tours are 
also available at additional cost.

Blue Ridge Parkway Visitor Center
Blue Ridge Parkway Visitor Center is at 195 Hemphill Knob 
Rd. (Milepost 384), about 8 mi. east of downtown Asheville, 
N.C. Exhibits focus on the cultural heritage and recreational 
opportunities of western North Carolina and along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. The I-Wall, a 22-foot interactive map of the 
entire parkway, provides multimedia information about points of 
interest. “The Blue Ridge Parkway—America’s Favorite Journey,” 
a 24-minute film that utilizes panoramic aerial photography 
and surround sound to give an overall picture of the parkway’s 
construction and the natural history of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
is shown in the center’s theater. You can hike, too; a 1.2-mile loop 

trail that starts at the parking lot joins the Mountains-to-Sea Trail. Picnicking is permitted.

The Inn on Biltmore Estate  
The finest amenities. An oasis of service, style, and charm. A stay 
overnight on the estate means experiencing the same gracious 
hospitality enjoyed by George and Edith Vanderbilt’s guests. You’ll 
feel at home in any of our guest rooms and nine suites, surrounded 
by casual elegance and catered to at every turn.



Asheville, NC  
Asheville is that type of unique, special place that 
lingers sweetly in your mind and memories for years 
to come. The city’s rich architectural legacy with its 
mix of Art Deco, Beaux Arts and Neoclassical styles 
is the perfect retro-urban backdrop to the edgy 
energy that emanates from the locally owned-
shops and art galleries, distinctive restaurants and 
exciting entertainment venues. Known as an art 
colony, a healing resort and a home to notable 
luminaries, statesmen and bohemians, Asheville 
is one of the most welcoming, vibrant cities in 
America.
A bastion of cutting-edge art and technology in the Blue Ridge, the city also prides itself on its fascinating 
Appalachian past and celebrates this culture with annual events such as Shindig on the Green. While many 
cities underwent major overhauls in past decades, Asheville’s historic and architecturally diverse downtown 
remains beautifully preserved.
Asheville is the ultimate playground, with a wide diversity of outdoor adventures and the ideal destination for 
an active and healthy getaway.

WNC Farmers Market  
This market is conveniently near downtown Asheville, N. C., and between 
two major Interstate Highways. We are on a thirty-six-acre site with a beautiful 
panoramic view of the mountains, and the Biltmore Estate. The market was 
first opened in 1977, and is now open all year round, and seven days a week. 
The public is invited to come here and enjoy the atmosphere and character 
of the mountains. 

North Carolina Arboretum  
The fulfillment of the dream of Frederick Law Olmsted and 
located just minutes from downtown Asheville, The North 
Carolina Arboretum is a 434-acre public garden that offers 
a wealth of activities for families and kids of all ages. Our 
Asheville gardens feature one of the most renowned bonsai 
collections in the country, as well as a diversity of flower 
and botanical exhibits all year round.

Pack’s Tavern  
Locally owned and operated since opening the doors in April 
of 2010, Pack’s Tavern and “the Yellow Truck” have grown into 
a known staple in Asheville’s downtown scene. As natives of 
Asheville, Pack’s co-owners, Ross & Amanda Franklin and Tom 
& Whitney Israel alongside the late Stewart Coleman and his 
wife Gay have taken great pride in creating a place that brings 
back the old town feel and history of Asheville. Pack’s Tavern is 
proud to be housed in the historic Hayes and Hopson building 
in the middle of Pack Square Park. Built in 1907 and older than 
most of the more famous Asheville landmarks, The Hayes Hopson 
building has long served its community. It has served as a lumber 
supplier, an automotive supply company, and in more recent 
history, the renowned Bill Stanley’s Barbeque and Bluegrass.



The Village Potters  
The Village Potters houses the working studios of six professional potters and 
shows their work in three Galleries on site: the Main Gallery, the Raku Gallery, 
and the Spotlight Gallery. Our Teaching Center offers ongoing classes in 
wheel, hand building, and sculpture, as well as Masters Series Workshops and 
programming for children and teens.

River Arts District 
The River Arts District consists of a vast array of artists and 
working studios in 22 former factories and historical buildings 
nestled along the French Broad River.
More than 180 working studios, many with showrooms and 
galleries, are open every day, all year round. Our Artists work in 
paint, pencil, pottery, metal, fiber, glass, wax, paper and more.

Crest Mountain Dinner Show 
Crest Mountain Dinner Show is Asheville’s newest attraction and a great choice 
for “Elevated Entertainment” mid-week!  Only 10 minutes from downtown, we 
are bringing delicious food, incomparable views, and fantastic shows to Western 
North Carolina!
Asheville’s newest attraction is the perfect complement to a day spent touring 
the Biltmore Estate, rafting down the French Broad River, or enjoying a sample at 
one of our renowned micro-breweries that have made our city the top “Place to 
Visit” as featured by Frommer’s and Good Morning America. 

Charlotte, NC
The Charlotte, North Carolina region is composed 
of 16 counties, including four counties in South 
Carolina, with the city of Charlotte serving as 
the hub. Located in the heart of the Southeast, 
Charlotte lies within the southern Piedmont of 
North Carolina, along the state’s border with 
South Carolina. Charlotte is the largest and most 
accessible city between Washington, D.C., and 
Dallas, Texas. Due to its mid-Atlantic location, 
getting to Charlotte is easy from anywhere in the 
country or the world, hence its nickname “the 
International Gateway to the South.”
Charlotte’s highly efficient and growing interstate 
highway system offers drivers convenient access to 
the city. I-77 and I-85 connect Charlotte to cities in 
the Northeast, Southwest and Midwest. Convenient 

I-40, less than one hour north, provides an important east-west link with coast-to-coast access. In addition, easy 
access is available on U.S. routes 74, 29 and 21. There is excellent bus service in Charlotte. Greyhound and 
Trailways serve the area with more than 350 arrivals and departures weekly.



King’s Kitchen
The King’s Kitchen offers chef-inspired menus featuring locally grown foods 
and ingredients from around the Carolinas. Our farmers are our neighbors 
and they partner with us for the purpose of serving our community.
The profits and proceeds from our nonprofit restaurant go toward feeding 
the poor and operating the on-site job-training and life-skills development 
program offered to interns through the Charlotte Mecklenburg Dream 
Center.

NASCAR Hall of Fame  
Located in Uptown Charlotte, N.C., the 150,000-square-foot NASCAR Hall of Fame is an interactive, 

entertainment attraction honoring the history and 
heritage of NASCAR. The high-tech venue, designed to 
educate and entertain race fans and non-fans alike, 
opened May 11, 2010 and includes artifacts, interactive 
exhibits, and a 278-person state-of-the-art theater.  Also 
on the property is Buffalo Wild Wings restaurant and the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame Gear Shop.  The goal of the facility 
is to honor NASCAR icons and create an enduring tribute 
to the drivers, crew members, team owners and others 
that have impacted the sport in the past, present and 
future.
The NASCAR Hall of Fame is open daily from 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. (schedule subject to change) and has an attached 
parking garage on Brevard Street.

Moonshine Tasting at 10 Park Lanes 
The one-of-a-kind Moonshine Bar at 10 Park Lanes features several flavors 

of the South’s most legendary spirit, including 
cinnamon, apple pie, blackberry and strawberry 
moonshine. You can either drink it straight-up 
or get a moonshine cocktail, like our Blueberry 
Infused Moonshine Lemonade.

Narroway Productions 
See why NarroWay is the premier Christian theater of the South! 
Take in a delicious dinner and a hearty serving of Southern 
hospitality as every audience is greeted and served by the 
NarroWay cast. Live animals, talented actors, original scripts, 
inspiring music and a delicious meal themed after the show are 
all part of the NarroWay experience.
Enjoy the finest entertainment in the South, with fun-filled dinner 
shows in a schedule that runs year-round! Adding new shows 
each year, NarroWay features a variety of original, large-
scale, Broadway-style musicals; spectacular holiday shows for 

Christmas and Easter; epic biblical productions; mystery theater shows; day trips; children’s field trips and 
more!
Located just outside Charlotte, The NarroWay Theatre can turn any trip into a fun-filled, Christian experience!



7th Street Public Market 
Welcome to the 7th Street Public Market, Charlotte’s Uptown food 
destination. Whatever your taste or craving- the 7th Street Public Market has 
something for everyone. From fresh meats, locally made fresh pizza, a variety 
of wines or savory treats, your taste buds will thank you for stopping by! The 
goods you find are sure to complement the fresh, regional produce you buy 
from our featured farmers.

Billy Graham Library   
Designed to reflect Billy Graham’s journey from a 
humble farm boy to an international ambassador of 
God’s love, the barn-shaped building is situated on 20 
landscaped acres, only miles from where Billy Graham 
grew up in Charlotte, N.C.  
Retrace Billy Graham’s dynamic journey through 
stunning multimedia presentations, interactive kiosks, 
photos, and memorabilia.
Tour the home Billy Graham lived in from age 9 until he 
left for college. Meticulously restored using 80 percent 
of the original materials, the Graham family homeplace 
will give you an intimate look at Billy Graham’s roots.
Browse this unique bookstore for gifts, Bibles, and 
Christian classics, including books written by Graham 
family members. 
Relax over fresh sandwiches, salads, cookies, and ice cream. The Dairy Bar seats 140. Lunch is provided for 
motorcoach drivers and escorts when their group has lunch reservations.

Levine Museum of 
the New South
Using history to build community, Levine Museum explores the 
New South from the end of the Civil War to today through 
powerful exhibits, compelling programs and meaningful 
dialogue. 

Carolinas Aviation Attraction  
By telling the stories of the people who shaped our aviation heritage, the Carolinas Aviation Museum inspires 
future generations to write aviation’s next chapter.  

Miracle on the Hudson: Flight 1549 was carrying 
150 passengers and 5 crew members on January 
15, 2009 when it left LaGuardia Airport bound 
for Charlotte. A few minutes after takeoff, at an 
altitude of 2818 feet, it hit a flock of migrating 
Canada Geese, causing both engines to shut 
down. With only minutes to make life or death 
decisions, Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger 
and First Officer Jeff Skiles were able to successfully 

glide the aircraft to a water landing on the Hudson River. There were no serious injuries, but it was an event that 
changed many lives. Come out to CAM and see the actual aircraft, hear passenger stories, and experience 
the event. 



US National Whitewater Center 
The U.S. National Whitewater Center (USNWC) is dedicated to the promotion of the active, outdoor lifestyle. 
Since 2006, the USNWC has been promoting access to the 
outdoors for all levels of participants. Whether you visit the 
Center’s 700 acres on the Catawba River or participate in the 
offsite programs featured throughout the United States, the 
USNWC wants you to play, relax and learn outside.  
For those looking to kick back, live music and outdoor festivals 
create a unique atmosphere of relaxation and fun. The River 
Jam concert series takes place every Thursday and Saturday 
evening throughout the summer months, in addition to 9 
unique festivals held throughout the year.   
The River’s Edge Bar & Grill, Pump House Biergarten, Adventure 
Dining opportunities, as well as multiple event/ meeting 
venues offer relaxing experiences after a long day of outdoor 
adventure.

Carolina Raptor Center
Carolina Raptor Center is dedicated to environmental stewardship 
and the conservation of birds of prey through education, research, 
and the rehabilitation of injured and orphaned raptors. As a charitable 
organization, CRC relies on public financial support to fulfill our mission. 
Supporters can release a raptor, adopt a bird, make a charitable 
donation, purchase a membership or sponsor a capital improvement 
project. CRC’s environmental education programs reach approximately 
40,000 students each year. Our Raptor Trail hosts more than 35,000 visitors 
a year.

Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden  
Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden is the Carolinas’ Garden for all 
seasons, providing guests a chance to reconnect with nature 
and to create lifelong memories with friends and family. Located 
within 380 acres on the banks of Lake Wylie, spectacular 
gardens, sparkling fountains, a conservatory dedicated to the 
display of tropical plants and orchids, a visitor pavilion, a garden 
store and nature trails await the visitor.

Big’s Meats and More 
Located at McLeod Farms in McBee, SC, this restaurant offers 
delicious local foods, fresh cut meats, and more! 



Florence, SC
Conveniently located at the intersections of 
I-95 and I-20, Flo’s the perfect place for you to 
explore. Florence, SC offers a wide range of 
dining, with numerous national franchises, and 
spectacular local cuisine. Ready to relax? 
Florence has a great selection of national 
brand hotels near the exits and a boutique 
hotel in the downtown area.
There’s always something going on at Francis 
Marion University Performing Arts Center, 
whether it’s a Broadway Musical or concert 
by the Florence Symphony, and the Florence 
Little Theatre is a premier theatre with a full 
schedule of shows. Live bands entertain 
nightly, and the Florence Civic Center brings 
in the hottest shows, such as Jason Aldean 
and Tyler Perry. While you’re in Florence, 
plan to spend a day in the sand at Myrtle 
Beach, just an hour away, or check out 
the excitement at the famous Darlington 
Raceway, just a few minutes down the road.
Once you take a peek at all she has to offer, you’ll realize why her friends call her Flo! She’s always energetic 
and lively, and she’ll continue to surprise you. 

The Pearl Fryar Topiary Garden and “A Man Named Pearl” DVD
The Pearl Fryar Topiary Garden draws visitors from around the globe. Visitors to the Pearl Fryar Topiary Garden 
experience a place that is alternately beautiful, whimsical, educational, and inspiring. Pearl’s garden contains 
over 300 pieces of live art, and few are spared from his skilled trimming. 
His extraordinary topiary is complemented by his “junk art” sculptures 
placed throughout the garden. Pearl’s garden is a living testament 

to one man’s firm belief in the results 
of positive thinking, hard work, and 
perseverance, and his dedication to 
spreading a message of  “love, peace and 
goodwill.”
Recently, Pearl has starred in TV 
commercials for Fiskars scissors and John 
Deere.



SC Button Museum
Dalton Stevens is known as the Button King. It all 
started with his insomnia and needing something 
to keep him busy. He started with a suit, which has 
16,333 buttons sewn onto the material and took 
him two years and 10 months to complete.
Among the button-covered items at the 
museum are: an outhouse, a hearse, a Chevrolet 
Chevette, a guitar, a piano and two caskets...
one of which he will be buried in when he passes 
away. 
One of the songs he has written, “Insomniac 
Shuffle” is as follows: “Give me a bag of buttons, 
buttons are my bag, I start sewing buttons before 
my eyes begin to sag. Buttons will make or break 

me when I sign the big contract, then I’ll be the richest of all insomniacs.”
He has appeared on “The Tonight Show,” “The David Letterman Show” and “Nashville Now” with Ralph Emery.

Young Plantations Pecan Outlet
Young Plantations Pecan Outlet offers samples of 
a dozen scrumptious flavored pecans. The shop 
also carries a full line of SC food products including 
scuppernong cider, locally-grown fruit preserves, and 
mixes for shrimp and grits.                           

Red Bone Alley
A local favorite, Red Bone Alley features Southern cuisine with the 
atmosphere of an outdoor cafe in Charleston. Choose from shrimp & 
grits, bronzed chicken, pecan chicken salad with fruit, and other tasty 
entrees on the group menu. 

Heritage Stables
Meet the Marsh Tackies, the official SC State Heritage Horse. Their 
most memorable role in history occurred during the American 
Revolution. They easily navigated the hot, dense Pee Dee Swamps 
with Patriot General Francis Marion and his men where the 
British Cavakry could not. By the 1980s, the breed was thought 
to be extinct. However, in 2005, the American Livestock Breed 
Conservancy searched for, and confirmed through DNA testing, 
more than 100 horses to be of the original Marsh Tacky breed. 
Since then, a concerted effort to rebuild the population has been 
underway. Founded in 2009, Heritage Stables has been an important 
part of that effort. 



Charleston, SC
Charleston is the oldest and second-largest city in South Carolina. 
The city lies just south of the geographical midpoint of South 
Carolina’s coastline and is located on Charleston Harbor, an inlet 
of the Atlantic Ocean formed by the confluence of the Ashley 
and Cooper rivers, or, as is locally expressed, “where the Cooper 
and Ashley 
Rivers come 
together 
to form the 
Atlantic 
Ocean.”
Founded 

in 1670 as Charles Town in honor of King Charles II of 
England, Charleston adopted its present name in 1783. It 
moved to its present location on Oyster Point in 1680 from 
a location on the west bank of the Ashley River known 
as Albemarle Point. By 1690, Charles Town was the fifth-
largest city in North America, and it remained among the ten largest cities in the United States through the 1840 
census. Current trends put Charleston as the fastest-growing municipality in South Carolina.
Known for its rich history, well-preserved architecture, distinguished restaurants, and mannerly people, 
Charleston has received a large number of accolades, including “America’s Most Friendly City” by Travel + 
Leisure in 2011 and in 2013 and 2014 by Condé Nast Traveler, and also “the most polite and hospitable city in 
America” by Southern Living magazine.

Palmetto Carriage Works
Whether you have 12 or 200 members, Palmetto Carriage Works is well 
equipped to handle the special needs of groups visiting the Holy City. 
A variety of touring options are 
available. You can choose to board 
the carriage at our big “Red Barn”, 
located in the heart of the Market 
area, or arrangements can be made 
to pick up your group at the door of 
your hotel. We have an experienced 

ground crew and transportable steps that make loading carriages quick, 
easy, and safe. The carriage tour lasts for approximately one hour. During 
this time the guide drives the carriage through Charleston’s historic 
downtown neighborhoods, while keeping up a running commentary on 
the areas that you are passing through.

Dixie Supply Bakery  
Allen and Kris Holmes owned Terrible Tom’s Bakery & Cafe in historic Charleston’s City Market for nine years. In 
1993, they sold the bakery and traveled throughout Europe and all around the US until July 2007. It was time 

to come home, and Dixie Supply Bakery & Cafe, located at 62 
State Street in Charleston, was born. Allen’s family has lived in 
Charleston since 1698; true Charlestonians indeed! The Cafe is 
located about 100 feet from the original family business, which 
was first Holmes & Calder Leadworks, then William E. Holmes 
Paint Company, and eventually Dixie Supply Hardware. Dixie’s 
Lowcountry cuisine comes from generations of Holmes family 
recipes. Local seasonal produce is used, and as much as possible 
is made from scratch. This establishment has been featured in 
Food Network on the Road and is one of 
the favorites of Charleston!



Drayton Hall
Drayton Hall is different. It’s the real thing, and we are bound by our mission to preserve the property—that is, to 
keep it in near-original condition just as the National Trust received it from the Drayton family in 1974. 

 
Instead of being restored to the vision of those who lived centuries after it was built, Drayton Hall is an artifact 
that has survived the American Revolution, the Civil War, the earthquake of 1886, hurricanes like Hugo, and 
maybe most surprisingly today, urban sprawl. 
On top of that, it’s not just that it’s a survivor. The main house is considered one of the finest examples of 
Georgian-Palladian architecture in the United States. The grounds represent one of the most significant, 
undisturbed historic landscapes in America. And Drayton Hall’s stories—stories of race, family, culture, sacrifice, 
innovation, and preservation—reveal who we are and where we’ve come from.

private

P R E S E R V A T I O N  T R U S T

P R E S E R V A T I O N  T R U S T

in 18th-century charleston

Everyone likes to celebrate! at Drayton hall, excerpts from oral histories 

and entries from charles Drayton’s late 18th- and early 19th-century diaries 

open the doors to a world where dances took place in the upper Great hall 

and where guests withdrew into smaller chambers for cards and conversation 

after dinner. you’ll find out where festivities took place and what activities were 

customary in each of Drayton hall’s public, entertaining spaces.

 by reservation only
$32 per person; with Madeira tasting $48 per person

Madeira Tasting
new this year, it provides a 30-minute tasting of two different Madeiras with 
accompanying lowcountry-style crackers and cookies. 

Guests enjoy a private tasting as they listen to stories of the wine’s 
popularity among elite coastal Southern planters like John and Charles 
Drayton and Charles’ friend, Thomas Jefferson. 

Once the signature wine of Charleston, inseparable from the social life of 
the Lowcountry in the 18th-and 19th-centuries, Madeira has been making 
a comeback. It can be enjoyed as both an aperitif or a dessert drink.

contact: Debbi Zimmerman, Group tour coordinator 
Phone: 843.769.2630 | Fax: 843.766.0878 | dz@draytonhall.org

3380 ashley river road  charleston, sc
www.draytonhall.org

GrouP tours

DiscoVer



“Once you have traveled, the voyage never ends, but is played out over and over 
again in the quietest chambers. The mind can never break off from the journey.” 
             - Pat Conroy

Spiritline Dinner Cruise
Delight in the views of the Charleston Harbor from the decks of the 
Spirit of Carolina. You will enjoy a three or four course dinner, prepared 
to order. With live entertainment, dance floors and full service bars 
onboard, your dinner experience will become an evening to remember.

•  We cruise 7:00pm until 9:30pm, boarding at 6:30pm at Patriots Point, in 
Mt. Pleasant. We offer seating for two at cozy private tables, and can 
accommodate large groups, or any number of guests in between. 

•  Our large dining decks are comfortable and climate controlled, perfect 
for dining, dancing and toasting. The observation deck is covered and 
open-air, perfect for experiencing Charleston from the water.

•  Dress code is “nice casual”. 
•  

Warren Lasch Conservation Center - Hunley 
Submarine
In 1864, the Hunley became the world’s first successful combat 
submarine and then mysteriously vanished. Lost at sea for over 
a century, the Hunley was recovered from the sea in 2000. 
Today, well over a century after Lt. Dixon and his courageous 
crew vanished, the South Carolina Hunley Commission and a 
private, non-profit group called Friends of the Hunley are solving 
the mystery of the submarine like a puzzle that reveals new 
information one piece at a time. They are engaged in the single 
most important underwater archaeological 
expedition of the century. 
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